
 

 

2/26/21 
 
Dear Amherst Families, 
 
Over the past two weeks, there has been much news coverage about schools and returning students to school. I 
understand parents’ concerns about not having their children in school five days a week. I want all of our kids 
back in school full time and continue to fight for just that (read E-NSSA Letter). 
 
Based on recent comments from both the Governor and the NYS Commissioner of Health, it appears there could 
be movement toward changing the physical distance guidelines. Last week the governor advocated for opening 
schools and this week he began to gather data on the vaccination status of teachers. Comments made yesterday 
by Dr. Howard Zucker, NYS Department of Health Commissioner, hinted during a legislative public hearing that 
changes could be coming soon to the physical distance guidelines for school districts. 
 
As a NYS public school district we are required to follow the guidelines put forth by the New York State 
Department of Education (NYSED) and New York State Department of Health (NYSDOH). In addition, we are 
also following local guidelines set forth by the Erie County Department of Health (ECDOH). None of those 
guidance documents have been updated since last summer. The Centers for Disease Control guidance that was 
updated on Feb. 12 is not new, but it has been slightly updated now that there is a new administration in the 
White House. In all of those documents, including the most recent CDC guidance, they describe physical 
distancing of six feet or more as one of the strongest mitigation strategies against COVID-19.  
 
The NYS requirement for six feet of physical distancing is what is driving most school districts into a hybrid 
instructional model. It is impossible for us to maintain six feet of distance between all students and staff at full 
capacity.  
 
We continue to proactively plan. Our reopening committees are meeting this week and next week to revise our 
plan in anticipation of updated guidance from NYSDOH and NYSED. We have started to increase attendance for 
some middle and high school students, based on student need, while staying within the guidelines of social 
distancing. 
 
Finally, state assessments will occur this year. The Biden administration has announced that it will require all 
states to administer tests required by federal law despite the pandemic.(Read the memo) More information is 
forthcoming from NYSED and will be sent to parents from principals. 
 
For now, we continue to operate the instructional models in place under current guidance. I will keep you updated 
as new information emerges. 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
Anthony J. Panella, Superintendent 
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